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Senator Benjamin Nelson – (D, NE)


SUPERFUND:  SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1OMAHA LEAD SITE


QUESTION:  Will Superfund budget constraints affect the progress of cleanup at the Omaha Lead site?  What steps are being taken to address the “Human Exposure Not Under Control” condition at the Omaha Lead site?

ANSWER:

· The cleanup of the Omaha Lead site remains a top priority for Superfund action due to the number of children currently exposed to unsafe levels of lead in soil.  EPA has funded approximately $100 million in response to lead-contaminated soil at the site. 

· Funding is currently available through a combination of Superfund appropriated resources and resources available from the national settlement with ASARCO, the operator of the smelter that caused the contamination at the site.

· Cleanups will continue to be completed at the properties remaining to be addressed under the Interim Record of Decision issued in December 2004.  Of the 5,000 properties to be addressed under the interim remedy, 3,815 (76%) have been completed to date.  Most of the cleanup has occurred in the past three years, and EPA is committed to continuing the cleanup in spring 2008 at a similar pace.  


· A final Record of Decision is planned for December 2008 to address the more moderately contaminated properties.  An additional 10,000 residential properties may become eligible for remedial action in accordance with the final Record of Decision, pending the outcome of ongoing risk studies.

BACKGROUND:


· The contamination at the Omaha Lead site is largely a result of aerial deposition over a 130-year period from an ASARCO smelter.  ASARCO cleaned up the smelter property at a cost of $25 million. 


· The focus area of the Omaha Lead site (encompassing the fallout zone of ASARCO air emissions) includes approximately 40,000 residential properties which must each be tested individually to determine if the lead concentration in soil exceeds EPA standards.  To date, more than 32,000 properties have been tested.  As many as 15,000 residential yards are contaminated with lead

· An Interim Record of Decision was issued in December 2004 to remove and replace soil at the most highly contaminated properties (approximately 5,000 residences) and provide for stabilization of chipping and peeling exterior lead-based paint and high-efficiency cleaning of interior dust.  The current response action will take several years to complete at a cost of approximately $60 million.  

· A final Record of Decision will address the more moderately contaminated yards. Total future site costs are currently estimated to be approximately $200 million, but the total costs will depend on the final remedy chosen at the remaining 10,000+ residential properties.  EPA past costs (including FY 2007 work) are approximately $100 million.


· Congressional Inquiries.  Congressman Terry maintains awareness of events at the site and provides staff representatives at monthly meetings of the Omaha Lead Site Community Advisory Group.  The Region has received a letter in support of the cleanup from Congressman Terry.  
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